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Editorial 
Tue year 1954 opened more brightly, in some respects, than most previous years. Salaries 
are better than they used to be, staffs are larger, and hours are shorter. But there is even less 
room for complacency or even bare satisfaction than there was forty years ago. Then, however 
poor was the pay and however long the hours, there was every indication that librarianship 
was gradually becoming recognized as a profession which in time would rank with the great 
professions. Principles and objectives were clear and were never lost sight of, but librarians 
and assistants of that day realized that the great professions were dependant, not only on 
principles but upon absolute mastery of technique ; that no lawyer could survive who merely 
talked grandiloquently about the principles and objectives of his calling ; that the medical 
man endured—and in many instances enjoyed—a severe and lengthy training in technique 
and practice, and that even when he became a specialist his prime need and principal 
qualification was absolute mastery and up to date knowledge of technique and practice in his 
field of specialisation. In the light of that faét a detailed study of library technique became 
accepted as essential, and a mass of practical and technical literature was studied and mastered 
by more than one generation. For examination purposes, perhaps more than for any other 
reason, the present generation of assi$tants continues that study, but there has been a change 
of weight. Today we hear frequently that technique is relatively unimportant and that 
principles and objectives are the vital essentials. 

The faét must be admitted, however we may deplore it and however vainglorious we may 
be by nature, that librarianship is still not accepted and recognized as of equal standing with 
law and medicine, architecture and the Church, notwithstanding the fact that library salaries 
have improved, proportionately, far more than have the emoluments and fees of those 
professions and vocations. 

Shall we get farther by departing from the practice in other professions and ceasing to 
devote so much time and trouble to technique? Has the influence of Brown’s Manua/ been 
“pernicious” as J.C.H. suggested recently in the Library Association Record ? 

In common with our colleague in his editorial in our October issue we hold a contrary 
view, remembering the leaders of our profession during the past forty years, almost every 
one of whom owed something to Brown’s Manua/. It is very many years since we ourselves 
read that work and it may be that, as ].C.H. says, it “ignores the fundamental administrative 
problems confronting the librarian of 1953”, and that a fully revised edition is a desideratum ; 
but even if that be the case we should not care to characterize Brown’s influence as 
“pernicious”. 

However, everyone, even the youngest and least qualified member of the profession, is 
fully entitled to express his opinion. Who J.C.H. may be we do not know, but the initials 
must evidently be those of someone whose qualifications to express himself strongly are coupled 
with personal achievement. That librarianship, in general, has not yet achieved, and is not 
yet within sight of achieving, the objectives for which Brown and those of us who studied 
forty years ago strived, is the text of this editorial. J.C.H. may be able to set us on the right 
path: at the least his own views would seem to us to be worth presenting to and considering 
by a wide audience of librarians. We therefore open our columns to a statement by him of the 
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principles and objectives of librarianship and the relationship of technique to them ; if he 
is inclined to accept an invitation which obviously, though unfortunately, cannot be made 
personally. * * * * * * 

The improved appearance of library reports in recent years has been in no small degree 
due to the preoccupation of younger librarians with typography. One of the inspirers of this 
has been Mr. Frank M. Gardner, of Luton, who serves as chairman of the L.A. Publications 
Committee with distinétion. His own report of Luton libraries for 1952-3 deserves mention, 
if for its charm alone, but it is also a record from a town which has made impressive growth 
in the past decade. The libraries have moved in consonance with, or even ahead of, that 
growth and what was a good orthodox library has became one of many modern aétivities ; 
a many-sided progressive institution brought about by the efforts of a gifted, energetic 
librarian whose name has now more than a local interest. 

Our reference to Brian C. Vickery’s paper on John Wilkins’s Essay towards a real 
character and the useful letter which Mr. H. H. G. Arthur contributed to page 124 of Tue 
Lisrary Wor tp, has been supplemented by the Librarian of the N.C.L., Mr. R. H. Hill. 
He confirms that the date of the first, and we think only, issue of the book was 1668 and that 
there are several copies shown as available, in the Regional Catalogues, in Dr. Williams’s 
Library, London, and elsewhere. We are glad to acknowledge this information ; the book 
will appeal to those interested in early attempts made in England to find a rational order in 


things and are willing, and able, to use a little time in their study. 


* 


It is held by many that good writing on librarianship comes from pure interest in the 
matters written about and cannot be commissioned. We therefore have a faint doubt of 
the probable success of the award to be made by the Library Association Council for a prize 
essay to be delivered by May 31st next. This reminds us that a service the Association might 
render is to produce an index of all the articles that have appeared in the L.A. Record during 
its career. Much in it is now superseded ; more of it still has some interest ; and a quite 
substantial number of the articles have permanent worth. It can be assumed that every 
library of consequence has a complete run of the Record. 

* * * 

From time to time we have commended the beautiful monthly, Derbyshire Countryside, 
the organ of the Derbyshire Rural Community Council, of which Mr. Edgar Osborne, the 
county librarian, is honorary editor.* The December issue—it is a quarterly—as usual bears 
a delightful coloured illustration, this time of Willersley Castle, which fitly introduces the 
20th volume ; and illustrated Stories, articles, poems, folk-lore studies, all leading to book-use 
direétly or indirectly, make up as fine a local magazine as we know. Its price has been reduced 
to one shilling per issue we are pleased to note. 

* * * * * * 

Students for the Registration Examination Group B, Bibliography and Documentary 
Reproduction ; Assistance to Readers, are reminded that the G.L.D. of A.A.L. have arranged 
a residential week-end course for this subject at Wansfell College, Theydon Bois, Essex. 
The course is from Friday, April 9th, to Tuesday, April 13th, 1954, and applications with 
10s. Od. deposit should be made to Mr. H. R. Klieneberger, Hon. Education Sec., G.L.D., 
The Library, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, W.C.1. Fees 
for Essex Students are 59s. Od. and 76s. Od. for those living outside Essex. Under the Post 
Entry Training Scheme, students in Local Government should be able to claim leave of 
absence with pay and the fees for the course from their authorities. 

. * * * * * 

And speaking about forty years ago, when the L.A. was still a very small body and the 
A.A.L. a mere infant, it is pertinent to wonder just where we are going now, with a very 
large Library Association, broken up into umpteen sections and divisions and with an ever- 
Strengthening ASLIB pacing the course by its side. The “union” of all librarians sought in 
those now far-off days seems to have become today one of the last things we desire. Or do we 
still desire it but have lost control of ourselves and our aims ? 


*St. Mary's Gate, Derbv. 
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Filmed Books and Plays of 1953 
By A. G. S. ENsER 
(Author of Filmed Books and Plays, 1928-49, and Supplement, 1950-51) 


1953 has not been a prolific year in the issuing of films made from books or plays, but to make 
up for quantity there have been several films made, of outstanding quality, from such sources. 
Worthy of note are Jones’ From Here to Eternity ; Greene’s The Heart of the Matter ; Guateschi’s 
The Little World of Don Camillo ; La Mure’s Moulin Rouge ; Douglas’ The Robe ; Shakespeare’ s 
Julius Caesar; and Baily’s The Story of Gilbert and Sullivan. 

There have been noted the usual mystifying cases of change of original title and the new 
choices, in many cases, appear only to have been chosen with box-office appeal in mind. 

Of course, from the cinematographic view, 1953 has been memorable because of the 
introduction of 3-D, wide-angle and CinemaScope screens, not to mention stereophonic 
sound recording, together with more artistically balanced usages of technicolour. 

In the following list of filmed books and plays of 1953, the title of the film is given first in 
alphabetical order, followed by the name of the author. If the original title of the book differs 
from that given to the film, this is shown in brackets in italics immediately after the name of 
the author. As in previous lists, it is not claimed that all books and plays made into films 
during 1953 are included here, and I should be grateful to be informed of any omissions. It 
should be observed that not all films given in the following list have been shown yet in this 
country. 

Also, some of the films made from books or plays and shown early in the year were made 
in 1952 and were included in my previous list published in the January, 1953, issue of 
THE Liprary Worvp. 


FILMED BOOKS, 1953 
Title of Film Author 

Ain’t Life Wonderful... Williams, Brock 

(Uncle Willie and the Bicycle Shop) 


Anything Can Happen ... Papashvily, George and Papashvily, Helen 


Back to God’s sats Curwood, James Oliver 


Beat the Devil ... Helvick, James 
Blue Parrot, The... ee me Hoskins, Percy 
Botany -Bay Nordhoff, Charles and 
Hall, James Norman 
Bright Road Vroman, Mary Elizabeth 
(See how they run) 


By the Light of the Silvery Moon Tarkington, Booth (Penrod) 


Cosh Boy ... 
Cow Country 


Walker, Bruce (Master Crook) 
Bishop, Curtis (Shadow Range) 
Day to Remember, A Ticknell, Jerrard 

(Hand and the Flower, The) 


Death Goes to School ... Sharman, Maisie 

Decameron Nights Boccaccio, Giovanni (Decameron) 
Desert Pursuit ... Perkins, Kenneth (Desert Voices) 
Desperate Moment we Albrand, Martha 

Desperate Search.. Mayse, Arthur 


Diary of a Country Priest, The.. Bernanos, Georges 


Face to Face Crane, Stephen 
(Bride Comes to Yellow Sky, 1 he) 
Fair Wind to Java Roark, Garland 
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Title of Film 


Farmer Takes a Wife, The 
Four-Sided Triangle 
From Here to Eternity 
Front Page Story 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 

Girl Who Had Everything, The 
Girls of Pleasure Island, The 
Gunsmoke 


Heart of the Matter, The 
Hiawatha ... 

Houdini 
House of the Asrow, The 


Intruder, The 

Island in the Sky 

It Happens every Thursday 
1, The Jury 


Jamaica Run 
Juggler, The 


La Ronde - 

Laughing Anne ... 

Laxdale Hall 

Lion is in the Streets, A 

Little Boy Lost ... fe 
Little World of Don ¢ ‘amillo, The 
Long Memory, The 


Man with Thirty Sons, The 


Mantrap 

Marching Along .. 
Master of Ballantrae, The 

Meet Me at the Fair... 
Member of the Wedding, The ... 
Mister Scoutmaster 

Money From Home 

Moulin Rouge 

My Cousin Rachel 


Never Let Me Go 
Noose for a Lady 


Pathfinder, The 
Perilous Journey, A 
Plunder of the Sun 
Powder River 
President’s Lady, The 


Red Beret, The 
Renegade Canyon 
Return to Paradise 


Author 


Edmonds, Walter D. (Rome | lau!) 
Temple, William F. 

Jones, James 

Gaines, Robert Nigh/) 


Loos, Anita 

St. Johns, Adela Rogers 
Maier, William (P/easure 1s/and) 
Fox, Norman A. (Roaghshod) 


Greene, Graham 
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth 
Kellock, Harold 
Mason, A. E. W. 


Maughan, Robin (Line on Ginger) 


Gann, Ernest K. 
Mcllvaine, Jane 
Spillane, Mickey 


Murray, Max 
Blanktort, Michael 


Schnitzler, Arthur (Merry Go Round) 
Conrad, Joseph 

Linklater, Eric 

Langley, Adria Locke 

Laski, Marghanita 

Guareschi, Giovanni 

Clewes, Howard 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker 

(Yankee from Olympus) 
Trevor, Elliston (Queen in Danger) 
Sousa, John Philip 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 
Markey, Gene (Grea/ Companions, Ihe) 
McCullers, Carson 
Cochran, Rice E. (Be Prepared) 
Runyon, Damon 
La Mure, Pierre 
Du Maurier, Daphne 


Bax, Roger (Came the Dawn) 
Verner, Gerald (Whispering Woman) 


Cooper, James Fennimore 
Roe, Vingie (Golden lide, The) 
Dodge, David 

Lake, Stuart N. 

Stone, Irving (lmmortal W7/e) 


Saunders, Hilary St. George 
Dawson, Peter 
Michener, James A. 


THE LIBRARY 


Title of Film 


Ring, The... 
Robe, The 
Rough Shoot 


San Antone 

Sangaree ... 

Sea Around Us, The 

Shane 

Silver Whip, The 

Single Handed 

So Big 

Sombrero 

So This is Love ... 

Story of Gilbert and Sulliv an, The 


Straw Man, The ... 

Street of Shadows a 
Sun Shines Bright, The... 
Sword and the Rose, The 


Tonight we Sing... 

Tread Softly 

Treasure of the Golden Condor 
Tropic Zone 

Turn the Key Softly 


Vanquished 
Vicki 


War of the Worlds 
White Witch Doétor 


Young Bess 


litle of Film 
Actress, The 


“Albert, R.N.” ... 
Androcles and the Lion 


Background 
Beggar’s Opera, The 


Eight Iron Men ... 


Farmer Takes a Wife, The 
Final Test, The 
Forever Female ... 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 
Glad Tidings 

Grand National Night 
Great Game, The 


FILMED PI 
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Author 


Shulman, Irving (Cry Tough) 
Douglas, Lloyd 
Household, Geoffrey 


Carroll, Curt (Golden Herd) 
Slaughter, Frank G. 
Carson, Rachel 
Schaefer, Jack 
Schaefer, Jack (Big Range) 
Forester, C. S. (Brown on “ Resolution’) 
Ferber, Edna 
Niggli, Josefina (Mexican Village, A) 
Moore, Grace (You're only Human Once) 
Baily, Leslie 
(Gilbert and Sullivan Book, The) 

Disney, Doris Miles 
Meynell, Laurence (Creaking Chair, he) 
Cobb, Irving S. (Judge Priest) 
Major, Charles 

(When Knighthood was in Flower) 


Hurok, Sol and Goode, Ruth (Impressario) 
Verner, Gerald (Show Must Go On, The) 
Marshall, Edison 

Gill, Tom (No Place for Women) 

Brophy John 


Brown, Karl 
Fisher, Steve (1 Wake Up Screaming) 


Wells, H. G. 
Stinetorf, Louise A. 


Irwin, Margaret 


JAYS 


Author 
Gordon, Ruth (Years Ago) 
Morgan, Guy avd Sammis, Edward 
Shaw, George Bernard 


Chetham-Strode, W 
Gay, John 


Brown, Harry (Sound of Hunting, A) 


Elser, Frank, avd Connolly, Marc 
Rattigan, Terence 
Barrie, Sir J. M. (Rosalind) 


Fields, Joseph and Loos, Anita 
Delderfield, R. F. 

Christie, Dorothy and Christie, Campbell 
Thomas, Basil (Shooting Star) 
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Title of Film Author 
Intimate Relations Cotteau, Jean (Les Parents Terribles) 
Is Your Honeymoon Really Necessary ? ? des Tidmarsh, E. V. 
Julius Caesar... Shakespeare, William 
Let’s Do It Again ve es id aa Richman, Arthur (No¢ So Long Ago) 


Marilyn ... me ie Jones, Peter (Marion) 
Member of the Wedding, The . ~ ~ Anhalt, Edna and Anhalt, Edward 
Collison, Wilson (Farewe// to Women) 


Mogambo... 

Monsoon . wae oa one an Anouilh, Jean (Romeo et Jeanette) 
Moon is Blue, The on Herbert, F. Hugh 

Personal Affair... Storm, Lesley 

Peter Pan ... Barrie, Sir J. M. 


Remains to be Seen Lindsay, Howard and Crouse, Russell 

Square Ring, The ane Peterson, Ralph 

Stalag 17. ‘ ‘ Bevan, Donald and ‘I'rzcinski, Edmund 

Stop, You’re Killing Me Runyon, Damon aad Lindsay, Howard 
(Slight Case of Murder, A) 


Valley of Song Gordon, Cliff (Choir Practice) 
Willany Gentleman...?  ... Sylvaine, Vernon 

From the various film companies information is to hand that we may see the film versions 
of the following books in 1954, Monsarrat’s The Story of Esther Costello; Harris’ The Sea Shall 
Not Have Them; Sit Walter Scott’s The Talisman; Ferber’s Giant; Steinbeck’s East of Eden ; 
and even D. H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Among the plays to be filmed are 
Carrington V.C., Anaftasia; and Mr. Roberts. 


Some Responsibilities of the University 
By Rosert VosPER 
(Director of Libraries, University of Kansas) 


The Senate Library Committee, believing that you as a member of the University’s staff are 

deeply interested in the policies that govern the growth and function of our libraries, has requested 

the permission of the new Director of Libraries to bring you this statement, which he wrote last 

year before his appointment. This communication is a beginning ; the Committee hopes it will 

help to set in motion a strong, a continuing—and especially a two-way—flow of ideas between 

the Faculty and the Library. 

CERTAIN recent trends in library thinking disturb me because they seem to limit the development 
of university libraries. A brief review of these negative trends may indicate my opinions about 
some of the responsibilities of the library. 

There is, for example, a common declaration that a university library should reflect only 
the university it serves, setting its course according to the present aims and programmes, 
curricular and research, of the several departments and institutes that make up a university. 
This | consider a too partial and too passive conception of the library. Too frequently this 
argument serves only as a defence of mediocrity. Certainly the library must take primary and 
serious account of the university’s current programmes and give them strong support, but 
beyond this yeoman service the library should provide encouragement, even excitement of a 
kind,to the university community, students and faculty. | do not say that the library projeéts its 
own flight without reference to the expressed needs of the university or that the library is the 
only leader in university growth. I S say that for the faculty the library should stimulate 
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research by providing access to collections that are rich in suggestions for creative work, 
collections that by their very wealth and diversity will lead the curious mind on to new and 
other questions—this in addition to supporting and encouraging research through the 
convenient availability of the tools and materials for work. 

For the graduate student the library should do more than acquire materials requested for 
a particular project ; it should have on hand collections that will give the student immediate 
contact with the sweep and richness of recorded history and a sense of the diversity and 
continual liveliness of the creative and scholarly mind. The library in effect should comple- 
ment as well as support the research programme of the university. The development of a 
great and varied research programme in a modern university will certainly be thwarted by the 
lack of a library with great and varied book colleétions. 

For an undergraduate teaching programme the need is quite different, of course, but 
even here I feel that vigorous library activity is required. For the young student there must be 
facilities that lead to good scholarship, but more importantly the library actively must teach 
the intellectual value of wide and critical reading. It must encourage the use of books and 
libraries and must teach the skills of using them efficiently. It must teach these matters so 
efficiently, in company with the faculty in the classroom, that the average Student will be an 
adult reader when he leaves the university. Moreover it must try to foster even a love of books 
as books and a love of the possession of books. This can be done with a relatively small and 
select book collection, but not a parsimonious one or a too carefully selected one. No man’s 
selection of best books can suit the needs of every man, and even the young student deserves 
and needs a chance, particularly in his college years, to explore widely in the world of books 
and make some of his own selections. 

These I take it are portions of an aggressive rather than a passive programme of library 
service. To the whole campus community the library should be a positive cultural force and 
a positive cultural symbol. A strong library collection can actually provide an indication 
(perhaps the only remaining indication) of intelleétual integration and unity. In these days of 
intellectual fractionation, the library can with some effect be a polyhistor, provide the necessary 
sense of proportion and community, and can help prevent intellectual parsimony and 
separation. To do so, however, the library must have a goal that is more permanent than the 
sum of the present work of the university. Curricula and faculty and librarians all change ; 
a true library is an enduring creation. 

There is another line of thought, related to the one I have just argued against, which 
affirms that a university library should be concerned only with research. To this I would say 
again that for the university community the library should be a symbol of the humanistic 
tradition and that it should provide the books necessary to continuous cultural education. It 
should increase the desire and opportunity for wide reading, purposeless as well as purposeful 
reading. It should offer every possible opportunity for browsing among the variety of 
unexpected and minor books as well as among the expected and imperial ones. Stack browsing 
in a great library is a significant form of education in itself. 

In recent times an unfortunately perjorative sense has been attached to the word 
“museum”, and among librarians there has been a tendency to say that the library is no longer 
just a museum. By this, of course, they mean to say that the librarian has ceased to be—if he 
every really was—a mere accumulator and guardian over a Static collection and that he has 
become an active participant in the educational process. Certainly this is a worthy line of 
thought, even though it unfairly fails to recognize that modern museums of all kinds have 
shared in the same evolution. But too frequently this approach is pursued to the point where 
it is argued either that the library has no right to be a museum of the book or that there is no 
useful difference among books, as books, and that all books should be used in the same 
way and to the same degree, that all books in the university library should be considered 
expendable. 

It is my opinion, to the contrary, that the library has a specific responsibility, among other 
responsibilities, to help document, preserve, illustrate, and explain the history of printing and 
of books, because this is one of the most influential and exciting aspects of intellectual and 
cultural history. Moreover it is a responsibility that seems to me to have particular meaning 
in a university community. Not every library can perform this funéction to the same degree, 
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but each should in some measure undertake an informed and sensitive programme to reveal 
the high level of intellectual and artistic effort that men have put into books and printing. 

A related responsibility already mentioned is that of teaching young students the positive 
values of reading and of cherishing books. The importance of this seems even greater today, 
for many obvious reasons. There is much that a librarian can do in this direction without 
being precious. 

In the last decade more and more emphasis has been placed on the so-called audio-visual 
materials and on microfilm and other substitutes for books. Teachers in the grade schools are 
generally expert in the use of audio-visual materials, but they are seldom given a chance to 
become expert in the use of books. The consequent influence on young students is clear. 
Moreover many of us in libraries have given our greatest energies in the same direction, 
forgetting that, however important the substitute and adjunct to books may be, it is books that 
Still have the greatest utility, flexibility and variety, and that the book itself has a magic that 
can never be transferred to film. The various forms of micro-reproduction, it seems to me, 
must be viewed from a different perspective. They have performed an almost revolutionary 
service for many forms of research, by making unique or scarce books and manuscripts almost 
the common property of all scholars. No one should minimize the social importance of this 
development, which promises even better things in the future. Likewise no one should 
minimize the faét that, in general, such reproduction is only a substitute for the original, 
a substitute that often saves space and money and travel, and that its main function is to make 
books more, rather than less, accessible. 

During the time of these technological improvements, in fact for the last half century, 
librarians, particularly in this country, have adopted many of the useful services and tools, 
the methodology and ways of thought, and even the terminology of the basic sciences, the 
technologies, and business. Too often, however, this adoption has been so complete and 
uncritical that librarianship has been thought of as a kind of science, or as a technical 
problem, or as a problem in business administration. This is a kind of delusion, of 
course, that other professions and academic disciplines have shared. But it needs 
remembering that librarianship is perhaps more of an art or more of a human problem 
than it is any of these other things. It is, if anything, a humanistic profession that grapples 
with the important problem of preserving the written record and of making it available— 
the problem of getting books to people. 

In selecting these few facets of library thinking to which I take exception, I do not by 
any means intend to imply that the main lines of modern library development are false ones. 
As a matter of fact the last decade may well be remembered as one of the most fruitful periods 
in library history. One has to go back a century to find an equally vigorous period, back to 
the time of the upsurge of the free public library movement. The last ten years have seen 
extraordinary developments, particularly among research libraries. For example the 
Farmington Plan, under which designated libraries purchase all available foreign books in 
one or more specific fields, is an epoch-making agreement among libraries. The inter-library 
centres are based in equally statesmanlike thinking and equally driving action. The various 
library surveys have produced an important body of useful doétrine about university libraries. 
The mass use of film to duplicate and preserve whole great areas of archival and printed 
material has already been mentioned. Other technological inventions have had great 
significance for library service—inventions that have facilitated the making of great book- 
catalogues like that of the Library of Congress, and inventions that permit the rapid coding 
and sorting of index cards. All of these developments involve broad-gauged library thinking 
and widespread co-operative effort, and all are of impressive social importance. Moreover 
they represent in large part the culmination of half a century of urging and planning by the 
more far-sighted American university librarians. Since co-operation is basic to all of them, 
every librarian must participate actively in furthering and refining them. 

As a matter of fact it is incumbent upon all librarians and all libraries to work closely and 
actively together in professional matters. No library today can be effective in isolation from 
the main currents of library development. All research libraries, most particularly, must 
assume responsibilities at the regional and national levels. This too is a major responsibility 
that will affect particular library patterns and will require the library to projeét a dominant 
programme both within the university and among libraries in general. 
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Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A, 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 

It has just been announced that an American 
public librarian has won the first prize in The 
Saturday Review of Literature photographic 
competition. The prize is a trip round the 
world by air. 

Such a success only emphasizes, in general, 
the many-sided abilities of librarians. In this 
country, we have Stanley Snaith representing 
the poetical-librarian ; R. J. Marsh the novel- 
librarian ; W. S. Hudson the painter-librarian ; 
N. E. Binns the conjuror-librarian; R. F. 
Vollans the organ-librarian, and many others 
gifted in widely differing fields. 

Yet, notwithstanding the achievements of 
librarians in other spheres, one is rather 
surprised at the apparent lack of literary 
successes. Of course, we have our leading 
lights in authorship on topics of professional 
interest, but surely there ought to be out- 
Sanding dramatists, novelists, essayists and 
poets within our own ranks since the field of 
literature is our very raison d’étre. 

Although there is the Carnegie Meda/ for the 
best children’s book of the year, could not the 
Library Association institute annual awards for 
the best novel, play, essay and poem written by 
librarians ? Could not such awards further our 
literary ability, raise our literary standards and 
be professionally worthwhile ? 

What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH’S CHOICE 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE’S New Books, Win- 
ter, 1953-4. This latest example from a Midland 
county library has the most attractive cover 
seen for many years. In mottled red over- 
printed in white on green, with border design 
and delicate centre-piece. This brochure, handy 
for the handbag or wallet, is really something 
of which to be proud. 


HONOURABLE MI MENT: IO N 


BETHNAL GREEN’S Handy Reading List, 
No. 1—Everest. Topical—terse—typical of 
Bethnal Green. 

ISLINGTON’S Bulletin, January, 1954. Not 
as well printed as usual. Idea to be copied— 
publicity given to Annual Report and its 
availability to the reading public. 

KENT’S New Books, Winter, 1953-4. A 
quarterly booklist in impeccable style. 
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KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES’ To Start 
You Reading, January, 1954. A newcomer and 
a pleasant one too. A foldover in deep green 
on light purple and surprisingly effective. 

PADDINGTON’S Book News, January, 
1954. Includes a personal choice of the 
outstanding dozen books published in 1953. 

ST. PANCRAS’ Journal, January, 1954. Uses 
the historic photograph of Tensing on the 
summit of Everest as the cover-piece. 


Library Reports 
By Herperr C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


ABERDEEN.—C//y Librarian, Marcus K. Milne, 
A.L.A. Population, 182,714. Rate, 3.98d. 
Income from Rate, £33,692. Total Stock, 
216,810. Additions, 17,335. Withdrawals, 
7,001. Total Issues, 1,052,672. Tickets, 
57,991. Branches, 6. 1 Mobile Library. 

The outstanding feature in a ngs | busy year was 
the opening of a new branch library. \ shop has been 
adapted for library purposes at St »ckethill, and showed 
signs of becoming a very popular unit in the library 
system. One of the older branches was closed down, 
because of declining use owing to its being so near to 
the Central building. Book circulation tigures were 
below those of the previous year, mainly owing to 
a falling off of borrowing from the branch libraries. 
The Central Library is reported to have been used to 
a greater extent than previously. The Library Com- 
mittee has planned to extend the service in the City and 
have approved sites for further branch libraries on the 
new housing areas. 

BristoL.—City Librarian, W. S. Haugh, B.A., 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 443,900. Rate, 
6.18d. Income from Rate, £94,424. Total 
Stock, 498,283. Additions, 59,629. With- 
drawals, 55,778. Total Issues, 3,649,696. 
Tickets, 182,614. Branches, 15. 


The Libraries Committee record with profound 
regret the death of Mr. James Ross, their former City 
Librarian. Mr. Ross came to Bristol in 1919, and 
became City Librarian in 1931. During the year the 
total number of issues recorded showed a decrease when 
compared with those of the year previous. The Com- 
mittee extended from7 to 14 days the period of loan of 
fiction. Reports of the accomplishment of much good 
work came from the Reference Library, the Library of 
Commerce, and the Children’s Libraries where over 
half million books were issued to young readers. The 
Hospital Library Service and the service in H.M. Prison 
both continue their much appreciated work. The 
Report contains a photograph of the late James Ross, 
and a number of illustrations. 

Dup.ey.—Borough Librarian, Alexander Wilson, 
F.L.A. Population, 62,536. Rate, 1s. 094d. 
Income from Rate, £17,298. Total Stock, 
67,712. Additions, 10,432. Withdrawals, 
9,938. Total Issues, 501,026. Tickets (est.), 
23,000. Branches, 2. Deposit Stations, 4. 
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The year under review was one of exceptional 
progress in all departments and activities. Book 
circulation passed the half million mark for the first 
time, with an increase of 76,000 over the previous 
year. A particularly pleasing feature of the year was 
the increased use made of the Reference Library and 
Information Bureau, where an increase in consultations 
and enquiries of over 80 per cent was recorded. Efforts 
which were made to arrest the decline in use of the 
Junior Libraries during the past few years, resulted in 
a record issue of over 111,000 volumes. Mr. L. 
Helliwell, the Borough Librarian, resigned during the 
year to take up his appointment of Chief Librarian of 
Southend-on-Sea. Mr. Wilson was appointed to 
succeed him in August, 1952. 


LeicestER.—Chief Librarian, W. R. M. 
McClelland. Population, 285,900. Rate,6.13d. 
Income from Rate, £54,687. Total Stock, 
230,313. Additions, 16,941. Withdrawals, 
13,911. ‘Total Issues, 1,357,957. Tickets, 
86,178. Branches, 10. 

Mr. G. R. Wilkie, who had been Chief Librarian 
since 1940, retired during the year under review, and 
was succeeded by Mr. McClelland, Deputy Librarian 
at Leeds. Compared with the previous year there was 
a subStantial increase in the use made of the majority of 
branches and departments. One noteworthy achieve- 
ment was the opening of a full-time branch library—the 
first for thirteen years. This new library, which serves 
the Braunstone area of the City, is reaching a population 
largely uncatered for previously, and was an immediate 
success. The programme of educational and interest 
films shown free to the public at the Southfields 
Library during the winter months has been discontinued 
through the decline in public support. 


SHEFFIELD. City Librarian, J}. P. Lamb. 
Population, 510,900. Rate, 9.08d. Income 
from Rate, £125,543. Total Stock, 535,926. 
Additions, 88,942. Total Issues, 3,924,430. 
Tickets, 257,323. Branches, 14. Library 
Centres, 15. 

Outstanding in a year of great progress and 
record achievement, was the completion and opening 
of the largest of the City’s branch libraries. The shell 
of the building was erected when war broke out, and, 
provided with a temporary roof, it served many useful 
aa during the war years. In March last the 

uilding was completed and the Library opened for its 
legitimate purpose. This new addition to the system 
the Manor Branch, is planned to provide flexibility in 
the internal arrangement of the departments. The 
whole of the public rooms can be seen from any one 
point, thus allowing easy supervision. Several new 
features in administration have been introduced. ‘Three 
art-time centres serving the area covered by the new 
ibrary, have now been closed. Total book circulation 
for the year was the second highest recorded in the 
history of the Libraries, and, compared with the year 
before, showed an increase of 97,944. The new Manor 

Library, opened for only twelve days during the period 

covered by this Report, issued 17,608 volumes. The 

original Reference Library has been divided into three 
specialised departments which have been named 

“General Reference Library,” “Science and Commerce 

Library,” and “Department of Local History and 

Archives.” Mr. C. J. Brookfield, Librarian, Upper- 


thorpe Library, retired in December, 1952, after 5 
years’ service, but only lived for about three months 
to enjoy his retirement. The Report contains some 
pleasing illustrations of the new Manor Library. 


Memorabilia 


At the Annual Meeting, on November 13th, 
of the Contributories of the National Central 
Library the suggestion, made in the Vollans 
Report, that the lending of books to adult 
classes should be a responsibility of local 
education authorities and not of the National 
Central Library, raised more controversy than 
any other matter. Representatives of many 
adult education agencies had met the Executive 
Committee and urged that the N.C.L. when 
first established had this very work as its main 
purpose ; many local libraries were not yet 
equipped to supply the classes and many 
local authorities had shown no willingness to 
do it. The Chairman (Mr. Berwick Sayers) 
said the recommendation was that the N.C.L. 
should relinquish this work when it was 
established that local authorities could and 
would undertake the service and not until 
then. The Trustees of the N.C.L. had not yet 
considered the suggestion. It seems to us that 
town and county librarians may very well 
consider if their authorities could be persuaded 
to undertake to serve their own and other 
adult classes as it is clear they have power to do 
under the Education Aét, 1944, and the Further 
Education Grant Regulations, 1946. 

* * 

A book-service for the aged and bedridden 
has been inaugurated by Islington public 
libraries, the books being delivered by 
voluntary workers. In the interesting little 
folder Bulletin, November, 1953, an appeal is 
made for names both of possible readers and 
volunteers. We think such a service on 
voluntary lines is new. 

* * * 

A quite attractive little brochure, entitled 
Lancaster \Public Library Service, celebrates the 
Diamond Jubilee of this system, and the 
celebration took other forms, in an exhibition 
of the N.B.L.’s Coronation Touring Exhibi- 
tion, the selection of 400 books, seleéted by 
Sir Harold Nicolson, on “The Two 
Elizabeths” ; a leéture to senior children by 
Mrs. Elfrida Vipont Foulds, the L.A. Carnegie 
Medallist for 1950, and another on the deteétive 
novel by E. C. R. Lorac (Miss Carol Rivett). 
In the history given us are accounts of pre- 
public library services. The Amicable Library, 
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HERE 


A CLEAR VIEW OF YOUR 
35mm. MICROFILM RECORDS 


The ‘RECORDAK’ LIBRARY 
READER makes viewing quick and 
simple...shows every detail of 35 mm. 
microfilm records brightly and 
clearly on an 18-inch square screen. 
There is a scanning device for moving 
the image up and down or from side 
to side and a heat-absorbing filter to 
prevent damage to the film even after 
long periods of projection. The | in. 
and 2 in. built-in lenses, giving 24 or 
12 times magnification, can be inter- 
changed simply by turning a knob. 
The controls are easy to operate — 
and the unit takes up only 2 sq. ft. 
of desk space. 


‘Recordak’ Library Reader 


Further details obtainable from the 


owision oF KODAK LTD. 


| and 2 Beech Street, London, E.C.1. Tel: Metropolitan 0316 
and at |! Peter Street, Manchester, 2. Tel: Blackfriars 8918 


‘Recordak’ is a registered trade-mark 
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1768, which Macaulay is said to have declared 
to be “the best” outside London, continued until 
1906. In its rules, 1893, “‘half the fines for 
over detention of books were to be paid to 
the Librarian, but . . . if the Librarian made an 
error in charging, he had to pay a fine of 10s. 
Any reader who failed to have his book 
properly entered was liable for 1s. and if he 
lent it to anyone else, 5s.” How this worked 
out is not revealed. There is much more of 
interest here and evidence of a sound, compre- 
hensive service which has evolved from a 
library with a stock of 2,000 and an issue of 
74,947 in 1893-4, to a Stock of 83,284 with 
issues at over 800,000 in 1952-3. 
* 


We learn that Miss Jean Binder of St. 
Alban’s public library has relinquished the 
editorship of G.L.D. News the bulletin of the 
Greater London Division of the A.L.A. In 
its various forms, and lately as a four-page 
double-column quarto, it has been under her 
care a Stimulating and useful little journal. 
There are now several of these “divisional” 
publications, some in duplicated typescript, 
as that of the Wessex Division, some more 
ambitious ; that of the N. West, the N.W. 
Newsletter is quite a substantial 8 or 10 pp. 
demy oétavo in close print conveying useful 
reports, letters, criticisms, and articles. There 
is no doubt about the writing propensities of 
our younger colleagues. 


Round the Library World 


Norges AND News oF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


In each of the five years which begin on 
January 1st, 1954, ASLIB will receive a basic 
grant from the D.S.I.R. of £5,000, provided 
that grant-earning subscription income reaches 
a total of £7,500. Each additional £100 
subscribed or donated will attract £50 grant, 
up to a maximum of £2,000 additional grant. 


The Library School of Keio University, 
which was inaugurated in April, 1951, is 
unique in being the only school in Japan 
giving instruction in Library Science at 
university level. Sponsored at first by the 
A.L.A. in co-operation with the Reorientation 
Branch of the U.S. Department of the Army, 
the Rockfeller Foundation took over financial 
responsibility in 1952. The School is under 
the direction of Professor Robert L. Gitler, 
who took charge in 1951, on leave from the 


University of Washington. At present instruc. 
tion is given in English with the aid of 
interpreters. 


The John Crerar Library, Chicago, hitherto 
largely a general collection, will concentrate 
in future on science and technology. Works 
dealing with other subjects are being disposed 
of, and the Library of the University of Kansas 
has acquired by purchase some 30,000 volumes 
on economics, 


The Brotherton Library has also published a 
beautifully illustrated and informative 
brochure, “The Brotherton Collection: A 
brief description.” This is that comparatively 
rare thing, a pamphlet that is of permanent 
value and worth binding. 


After the Annual General Meeting of the 
University and Research Section of the Library 
Association, Scottish Group, on November 
28th, an unusually interesting and attractive 
series of papers was read. The contributions 
were by Mr. Pottinger (Scottish Central 
Library), on “Some Scottish Central Library 
Bibliographical Projects... Mr. MacArthur 
(St. Andrews University Library), on “A 
Catalogue of Scottish Book Owners”; Mr. 
Beattie (National Library of Scotland), on 
“The National Library and Scottish Biblio- 
graphy”; Mr. Sanderson (School of Scottish 
Studies, Edinburgh University), on “The 
Work of the School of Scottish Studies”; 
Mr. Jolley (Royal College of Physicians), on 
the “Co-ordination of resources in the Scottish 
Medical and Scientific Libraries” ; and Miss 
A. A. Robertson, on a “Union Catalogue of 
Art Books in Edinburgh Libraries.” 


The West Ham annual report, which covers 
the two years 1951-53, has, amongst other 
useful matters, an account of the use of the 
Dickman system of charging and its abandon- 
ment in favour of the common card-charging 
method. Dickman, as is known, can be used 
to charge books in numbers and is eminently 
suitable in libraries which permit the drawing 
at a time of as many books as the reader 
desires. Although, as an analysis of issues 
given in the report shows, few readers abused 
the unlimited privilege, the increasing cost ot 
books made it desirable to revert to a two-book 
system, plus extra books for students. The 
results are that: the issues have remained 
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—— ADDED STRENGTH 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Illustrating our Special Serrated-Edge Guarding Paper 


This special construction, designed to lengthen the life of Library 
Books is a feature of 


THE Blunt LIBRARY EDITION 


OUR SECOND-HAND BOUND FICTION 
AND ALL BOOKS REBOUND BY Blunts 


Other features include 
@ DIRT-RESISTANT CLOTH IN ATTRACTIVE COLOURS @ 
@ CLOTH-JOINTED END PAPERS SEWED ON @ 
@ DURABLE AND CLEAR LETTERING @ 


G. Blunt & Sons Ltd 


PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS AND BOOKBINDERS 


Head Office and Works :— 
NORTH ACTON ROAD 
HARLESDEN, LONDON N.W.10 


Telephone :—ELGar 7411-2-3-4 


Showrooms :— 

100 GREAT RUSSELL ST. 
LONDON, W.C.1 

Telephone :—M USeum 0335, 5650 
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remarkably steady, being only a_ fraction 
smaller than they were, and that, where one 
member of a family borrowed books, sup- 
posedly for all its members, individual tickets 
were now being drawn. The most voracious 
borrower under Dickman had thirty-five books 
in his possession; and one is inclined to 
wonder if he was running with them a private 
library of his own. Have any other users of 
Dickman any similar, or other, experience to 
relate? Mr. Gamester, the Borough Librarian, 
has done well to make these facts public. 


Keio University Library, which was built 
in 1912, is of typically English architecture of 
the period. It contains some 360,000 volumes 
and there are in addition the Medical Library 
at Yotsuya, with 54,000 volumes and the 
Fujiyama Industrial Library of some 56,000 
volumes. 


By gift and purchase the stock of Swansea 
University College Library was increased last 
session to about 114,000 books and pamphlets, 
but the Librarian reports that, for purposes of 
research, demands made on the inter-library 
loans scheme remain as heavy as ever. 


The invention by Mr. Ralph R. Shaw, 
Librarian of the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture, of a new office aid, the Photoclerk, 
saved eleven libraries $36,000 in one year’s 
test. The experiment went into operation 
with a $20,000 Carnegie grant paying for the 
equipment and the co-operating libraries 
contributing time and labour. The machine 
eliminates time-consuming hand-copying and 
its operation requires no special training. In 
a new pamphlet, The Use of Photography for 
Clerical Routines, Mr. Shaw gives the history of 
the experiment and records that “In no case 
within the range of the experiment did we 
find any type or size of library in which the 
Photoclerk could not be advantageously 
employed.” Average typing costs of 5 by 3 
ins. cards are cut by 50 per cent, and in the 
case of languages using non-Roman alphabets 
the savings rise to 95 per cent. Routine tasks 
were dispatched more quickly and improve- 
ments in Library management also resulted. 
We believe that this is the first notice of this 
new library aid to be published in this country, 
and that librarians may like to obtain copies of 
Mr. Shaw’s booklet from the American Council 
of Learned Societies, 1219 Sixteenth St., 
N.W., Washington 6, D.C., U.S.A. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
SHERA (J. H.) Historians, Books and Libraries, 
A Survey of Historical Scholarship in 
Relation to Library Resources, Organization 
and Services. Cleveland, Western Reserve 
University. $3.50. 

The author of this interesting discussion on the 
value of historical scholarship in conneétion with 
libraries, is the Dean of the School of Library Science 
at the WeStern Reserve University. A Foreword has 
been written by Carl Wittke. Special chapters deal 
with the history of historical writing, and American 
historiography. A short bibliography is given at the 
end of each chapter, but there is no index. Included 
in the author’s introduétion are exercises, with sample 
questions, prepared by Miss Egan, and these will be 
found very helpful to students. 

GENERAL 
AuueR (D.) Sunset Leather Craft Book. Illus. 
Putnam. 15s. Od. net. 

Detinite direétions are given here for the use of 
leather in making bags, belts, toys, gloves, sandals and 
many other useful home articles. Chiefly intended for 
beginners it will be found of cqual importance to 
experts. The illustrations are of the greatest value to 
those who are anxious to try their hand at the Leather 
craft. Twenty-two se&ions with simple diagrams are 
given for making the articles, and a chapter in conclusion 
deals with hardware and finishing touches. 
BroGccer (A. W.) and (H.) The 

Viking Ships. Their Ancestry and Evolution. 
Col. frontis., illus. Norway, Dreyers Forlag. 
London, Stanford. £1 5s. Od. net. 

The Norwegian edition of this work appeared in 
1950, and this English edition has been revised and 
abridged, and includes a greater number of illustrations. 
The authors, archacological experts in this field, present 
an interesting account of the importance of their ships 
to the social and religious life of the Vikings. The 
discoveries and contents of the ships and ship-graves, 
the manner in which the ships were built and sailed 
make a readable story. The book-iacket is reproduced 
from the well-known painting by Krohg, “Leif 
Eiriksson Discovers America”, now in the Capitol 
Building in Washington. 

CarTER (G.G.) The Goodwin Sands. Frontis. 
Illus. Constable. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author served for two and a half years in the 
North Goodwin Lightship, and has written a telling 
book about the sands so aptly named “The Shippe 
Swallower”. Chapters deal with the Beacons, Buoys 
and Lightships, the shipwrecks and rescues, the Sands 
during wartime, and many other aspects of this famous 
and dangerous part of the Kent coast. An introduétion 


has been contributed by Ronald Jessup, F.S.A. 


CRANBROOK (Earl of) Parnassian Molehill. Ao 
Anthology of Suffolk Verse written between 
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REMPLOY LIMITED 


BOOKBINDING AND PRINTING GROUP 
108 PORTLAND STREET 


MANCHESTER 1 
TELEPHONE CENTRAL 4316 — Ex 1 


LIBRARY BINDING 
SEWN or UNSEWN 
in any material 


Heap Orrice (Registered) 25/28 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON, S.W.1 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland * Edinburgh 

Mills Memorial Library * Ontario 

Victoria Public Library * British Columbia 
University College * Potchefstroom, S. Africa 
University of Orange Free State * Johannesburg 
University of Natal * Natal 

University of Ibadan * Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 


Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone : ELGar 7292 Telegrams : Luxfer Harles London 
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1327 and 1864, with some account of the 
authors and with numerous drawings by 
John Nash, Illus. Ipswich,Cowell. £2 12s. 6d. 
net. 

Lord Cranbrook offers colleétion of rural 
poetry from the County of Suffolk. The work is in two 
main parts, The Poems, in chronological order, are 
printed first, and are followed by informative bio- 
uraphical notes on the various authors. The many 
drawings and decorations are by John Nash, R..A., and 
the whole is printed and bound in a limited edition by 
a famous Suffolk printer. .\ fine example of modern 
book production, 

Gatway (M. C.) The Past Revisited. 
and Happenings Recalled. Frontis. 
Harvill Press. 18s. Od. net. 

\n entertaining autobiography, tilled with adven- 
tures of every kind in many countries. The author’s 
recolleétions of people and their doings cannot fail to 
interest the discerning reader 
Garnetr (D.) The Golden Echo. Frontis. 

Illus. Chatto & Windus. {1 1s. Od. net. 

Mr. Davis Garnett comes from a famous family, 
and has written his autobiography of which this is the 
first volume. His contaéts and friendships with many 
interesting and famous people make lively reading and 
vive a representative view of the literary giants of the 
late nineteenth and carly twentieth centuries. His story 
bevins with his early youth and concludes about the 
time of the first world war. Readers will look forward 
to the continuation of this autobiography with 
pleasurable anticipation, ‘There is no index, but it may 
be presumed that this will be included in the third 
volume. 


People 
Illus. 


GREEN (Dr. E.) Adult Education: Why this 
Apathy ? Allen & Unwin. 15s. Od. net. 

Dr. Green has discussed in this work the result of 
cighteen months’ research on adult education. He gives 
a chapter dealing with the limitations of the question. 
Che effeét of school experience on later careers has been 
carefully Studied after he corresponded with many 
Student groups, and the results are both interesting and 
informative. In another important chapter, he considers 
the inadequateness of education in schools. The effeé 
of the cinema, radio and television programmes is 
another point raised, and the author suggests that the 
B.B.C. might become a potent force in mass education 
and the raising of Standards of public taste. In conclu- 
sion, he States that adult education has not been 
successful amongst those designated as “unskilled 
workers”, and he invites his correspondents to express 
their views on this point. All thinkers in the field of 
education should give the work their closest personal 
attention. 

Hupson (G. F.) Questions of East and West. 
Studies in Current History. Odhams. 
15s. Od. net. 

\ series of eighteen essays, written by an authority 
on international affairs, deal with problems of vital 
signiticance to the modern political world. The various 
papers are all concerned, direétly or indireétly, with the 
effeéts of the Russian Revolution on contemporary 
affairs. The author, who is a Fellow of All Souls’ 
College, Oxford, served with the Foreign Office 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


His chapter on the death of 
Maxim Gorky deserves special attention. Others of 
equal importance are “China as a Great Power”, and 
his views on the Korea position. 


throughout the war. 


Jones (W. S. Handley) The Priest and the 
Siren, and other Literary Studies. Epworth 
Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

These papers, reprinted in book form, have 
previously appeared in the London Quarterly Review. The 
author gives reflective Studies of the lives and works of 
some of the great literary figures of the early part of the 
present century, namely Chesterton, Wells, Shay. 
Galsworthy, D. H. Lawrence and others. 
MarHeson (A.) The Leica Way. The Leica 

Photographer’s Manual. Illus., one in 
colour. Focal Press. £1 1s. Od. net. 

The Leica camera was originally designed by 
Oscar Barnack, who approached the problem from the 
direétion of cinematography. Mr. Matheson gives every 
description of this particular camera since its inception, 
and tells both expert and beginner how to use it to the 
best advantage. The Book is well illustrated. A lig 
is given of Leica models, lenses and tilms. 

PEARSON (C. E.) Vegetable Growing. Frontis, 
Illus. Ward, Lock. 15s. Od. net. 

This practical manual by an experienced yardener 
covers every phase of the subject. Well illustrated, with 
one hundred and twenty plates and many useful 
diagrams, the book cannot tail to be of value to the 
man who owns a small garden as well as to the advanced 
vrower. It gives expert advice on the infinite problems 
conneéted with vegetable produétion on a small or on 
a large scale. 


PrerreE (E.-A.) The Freedom of Doubt. 
Reflections of a Natural Sceptic. Harvill 


Press. 18s. Od. net. 

This translation from the original French has been 
made under the supervision of the author. The work 
covers some twenty vears of thought on religion and 
science. Being a sceptic by nature, M. Prevre expresses 
his own beliefs on these matters, and quotes from many 
authors in support of his views. The book will be 
appreciated by those who see eye to eye with him with 
regard to the impressions,doubts and questions he offers 


them. 
FICTION 


LANCASTER (R.) The Secret Road. 
Redman. 10s. 6d. net. 

The author has combined faét and fiction to make 
an exciting novel of secret service during the American 
Revolution. The background is authentic, and many 
of the incidents are based on faéts recently discovered. 
Readers will appreciate this well-written historical tale, 
concerning the adventures of a courier of the 
Revolutionary Army on the “secret road’ between 
Setauket and Manhatten. Romance and intrigue are 
intermixed with the author’s well-known skill. 


Alvin 


JUNIOR 
Bucuan (J.) The Magic Walking-Stick. Illus. 
The Bodley Head. 9s. 6d. net. 
The new edition of one of John Buchan’s excellent 
Stories for children, first published in 1932, will appeal 
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THE CROWN CLASSICS 


Selections from the poetry of some of the greatest literary figures 
of the last three centuries. Edited and introduced by distinguished 


contemporary writers. 


“These are just the books, charmingly produced and moderately priced, to send 
the intelligent young off on a search for the crown jewels of English Poetry.” 


——-SUNDAY TIMES. 


Dolumes still available include: 


MATTHEW ARNOLD 

A BOOK OF BALLADS 
WILLIAM BLAKE 
JOHN MILTON 
ROBERT BLOOMFIELD 
EMILY BRONTE 
ROBERT BURNS 

LORD BYRON 
GEORGE CRABBE 
JOHN DRYDEN 

JOHN GAY 

THOMAS GRAY 
ROBERT HERRICK 
THOMAS HOOD 

BEN JONSON 

JOHN KEATS 
CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE 
ANDREW MARVELL 
JONATHAN SWIFT 
WILLIAM MORRIS 
COVENTRY PATMORE 
EDGAR ALLAN POE 
CHRISTOPHER SMART 
LORD TENNYSON 
WALT WHITMAN 
WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 


GREY WALLS PRESS 


6 & 7 CROWN PASSAGE, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 


by Clifford Dyment 3s. 
Roland Gant 3s. 
Ruthven Todd 3s. 
Howard Sergeant 5s. 
Roland Gant 3s. 
Muriel Spark 4s. 
Hugh MacDiarmid 3s. 
Patric Dickinson 3s. 


Geoffrey Grigson 3s. 


Geoffrey Grigson 3s. 
Alan Ross 3s. 
John Rodgers 5s. 
Jack Lindsay 3s. 
Clifford Dyment 3s. 
Ronald Duncan 3s. 
Laurence Whistler 3s. 
Fred Marnau 3s. 
Fred Marnau 3s. 
John Heath Stubbs 3s. 
Jack Lindsay 3s. 
Derek Patmore 3s. 
Montgomery Belgion 3s. 
Ruthven Todd 3s. 


John Heath Stubbs | 3s. 
Stephen Spender 3s. 
Montgomery Belgion 3s. 
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THE HOLT.JACKSON 
BOOK COMPANY 


LIMITED 


Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 


London Showroom at 13 Brirron Srreer, 


CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1 


Tel. Clerkenwell 3250 


to the present generation of young readers who 

appreciate a well-written tale of magic and adventure. 

The jacket design is by Shirley Hughes. 

CLARE (H.) Five Dolls in a House. 
Bodley Head. 8s. 6d. net. 

The magical Story of a little girl who became small 
enough to enter her dolls’ house. Her adventures with 
her four dolls, Vanessa, Jane, Lupin and Jaqueline, are 
sure to appeal to every child who has dolls of her own. 
Hit (L.) Jane Leaves the Wells. Illus. Evans. 

9s. Od. net. 

Older girls will need no introduétion to this latest 
Story in the “Sadler’s Wells” ballet series. Veronica, the 
heroine of the earlier books, is now married, and her 
place in the ballet is taken by Jane Foster. Her 
problems and adventures provide a deleétable story. 
Veronica’s life is one of single-minded dancing, but 
Jane has to face many problems, amongst them an ankle 
sprained whilst climbing in the Scottish Highlands, and 
her friendship with Guy Charlton, which closes on 
a note of romance. 

Tue Pony Cius Annuat. Illus. The British 
Horse Society, Naldrett Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

This yearly publication, of which this is the fourth 
issue, contains Stories, articles and illustrated features 
dealing with all aspeéts of horsemanship. The Fore- 
word is by the President of the British Horse Society, 
who points out that practical knowledge of horseman- 
ship is essential, although the study of books on 
equitation, if chosen with care, may form a valuable 
basis in the art of good praétical riding. Chapters deal 
with Ponies as Army Mascots, the “Won” Day Event, 
Pony Express, and Travelling with Famous Horses, 
many of which are written in good, humorous Style. 


Illus. 


The Annual will be of especial interest to all young 

people who love horses and ponies. ; 

Powna.t (E.) The Australia Book. Col. illus, 
by Margaret Senior. Australia, John Sands, 
London, Methuen. 10s. 6d. net, 

This account of the history of Australia is told jp 
simple prose accompanied by colourful drawings, 
\warded the prize for the Best Book of the Year, by 
the Children’s Book Council, the book has extra valu 
for young readers as the Commonwealth Tour of Her 
Majesty the Queen adds a topical interest to the 
subjeét. 

Rutiey (C. M.) The Hedgerow and Wayside. 
Illus., some coloured. Warne. 6s. Od. net. 

\ simply written account of the many varied kinds 
of plant and animal life to be found in the hedgerows 
and by the wayside. This is the third volume in the 
“Green Meadow Books” series, providing the young 
naturalist with much useful and interesting information, 
which will give additional zest to those who frequent 
the countryside. 

Syme (R.) I, Gordon of Khartoum. Illus, 
Burke. 9s. 6d. net. 

Ronald Syme presents the life Story of a great 
soldicr as told by himself. The material has been 
yathered from authentic sources, and traces the General’s 
career from his entering the Royal Military Academy 
at Woolwich until his tragic fate at Khartoum. The 
teen-age boy will appreciate the clear portrait of one 
of the Empire’s greatest soldiers. When he became 
Governor of the Egyptian Sudan he endeavoured to 
eradicate the slave-trade which was rife there. 


NEW EDITIONS 


Bompack (R. H.) Ed. Handbook of Amateur 
Cinematography. Volume 1. Illus. Fountain 
Press. {£1 5s. Os. net. 


Volume | of this work contains the first eight 
titles of the weli-known Cinefaéts series. It provides 
a general survey of many aspeéts of amateur film work, 
such as the mechanism, use and care of the camera, thus 
forming a praétical guide to help every beginner to 
make successful films. The illustrations are both useful 
and attraétive. 

FarMER (L.) We Saw the Holy City. Illus. 
Epworth Press. 15s. Od. net. 

The author, a Methodist Chaplain during the war 
years, describes his life in Jerusalem. Besides his 
normal routine work, he decided to become a guide to 
the Holy Places, and set out to gather as much informa 
tion as he could from reliable and accredited sources. 
The knowledge that he acquired, presented here in book 
form, makes one of the best guide books to this city of 
religious contrast. The revised edition has endpaper 
maps of the area, and gives a useful index of places 
mentioned and a short bibliography for interested 
readers. 

GrEEN (W.) and (G.) Compilers. 
THe OssErvVER’s Book or Arrcrart. Illus. 
Warne. 5s. Od. net. 


A revised and enlarged edition of the well-known 
reference work on aircraft of every type. Many new 
illustrations have been added, and most of the hundred 
and seventy-one aircraft described have a three-view 
silhouette diagram. Recommended by leading aviation 
organisations, this pocket volume will be of value 
to both amateur and expert. 
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Tue Jewish YeAR-Boox, 1954 (5714-15). 
Illus. | Jewish Chronicle Publications. 
15s. Od. net. 

Since the first volume appeared in 1896, the 
publication has undergone a number of typographical 
changes, and is now presented in a new setting, which 
will increase its value as a work of reference. The new 
edition, edited by Mr. Hugh Harris, provides much 

ral information regarding the Jewish Community 
throughout the world. 

PERIODICALS RECEIVED 

JHE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, January, 1954. 

—AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BUL- 

LETIN, December, 1953.—THE ASSISTANT LI- 

BRARIAN, January, 1954.—CALIFORNIA STATE 

LIBRARY, News Notes, Oétober, 1953.—LI- 

BRARIAN, November, 1953. — Journal of the 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND, December, 

1953—THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, 

December, 1953.—THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF CURRENT AQUI- 

SITIONS, November, 1953.— THE LONDON 

QUARTERLY AND HOLBORN REVIEW, January, 

1954.—NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, September, 

1953; Oétober, 1953.—WILSON LIBRARY BUL- 

LETIN, December, 1953. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
“THe Lisrary Worip”. 

January, 1954. 
Sir, 

I have read Mr. Haugh’s articles on Best- 
seller Pressure with some large amount of 
sympathy, but I feel that he has very largely 
failed to solve his problem. It appears that he 
has now transferred his best-sellers from the 
“moneyed class” to the “Leisured class” for the 
reader who can haunt the library especially at 
the “in” counter is most likely to obtain the 
best-seller. He has, too, made it more difficult 
for the counter Staff to refuse their friends and 
other municipal staff who ask for the best- 
seller to be put one side for them. In short, 
it will probably lead to an “under the counter” 
system. Mr. Haugh does seem to infer, too, 
that his book selection is geared to book-seller 
demand and not to the intrinsic value of the 
book. 

I have no real solution to the problem, but 
Ihave attempted to solve it by refusing to buy 
the best-seller until it is available ex-libris, 
unless I believe it to be of real merit. Of Mr. 
Haugh’s list, I only bought The Struggle for 
Europe when it was published. Obviously, I 
get complaints, but these are countered by the 
economic argument that whilst the library 
income is only roughly equivalent to a B 
subscription to a circulating library—this is 
based on the number of “live” borrowers— 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


| 


The Story of 


THE CIRCLE OF 
CHALK 


Coming to us from the China of Kublai Khan, 
the cruel and brilliant China visited by Marco 


Polo, The Circle of Chalk is 
rendered into English by 
Frances Hume from. the 
French of the great sinolo- 
gue, Stanislas Julien, who 
translated the play from the 
Chinese in 1832. This 
limited edition is embel- 
lished with six four-colour 
engravings by that master 
of the engraver’s technique, 
John Buckland-Wright, is 
bound in black and yellow 
Buckrams blocked in silver 
and is protected by a slip- 
case. The price is one 


guinea per copy. 


Ask_your bookseller 
for a prospectus, or 
write : 


THE RODALE PRESS 
123 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1 


then the reader is fortunate in having such 
a wide selection of books plus the auxiliary 
services of a reference library, etc. 
Yours, etc., 
FRANK ForRDHAM, 

Borough Librarian. 

Marygate, 
Berwick upon Tweed. 

Tue Eprror, 
“THe Lrprary Worip”, 

January, 1954. 
Sir, 

May I correét a small misunderstanding in 
your Memorabilia for December, 1953? A 
footnote in my paper on John Wilkins has 
evidently been taken to mean that his book on 
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A real Character (1668, not 1688) is only 
available from Bath Guildhall Library. I did 
not intend to imply this, and indeed both 
Wing and the National Central Library 
provide a number of other locations. 


Yours, etc., 
B. C. VICKERY. 


Imperial Chemical Industries Limited, 
Research Department. 


Tue Eprror, 
“THe Lrprary Worn”. 

December, 1953. 
Sir, 

It is time that notices of library publications 
were concerned with the content and not the 
format. Readers of your “Honourable men- 
tion” have been fobbed off long enough with 
such uninspired comment as “a fold over, 
daringly in orange on pale green’, to quote 
from the December issue. It would be more 
to the point to say if the contents were as 
sickly. 

My smouldering annoyance at this worthless 
type of notice was inflamed by its use to 
describe ‘““This month’s choice’’, for December. 
Most of the exhibition was devoted to important 
editions of the Bible : illuminated manuscripts, 
incunabula, private and commercial printings, 
as well as translations into obscure languages. 
The catalogue gives the bibliographical history 
of each item in considerable detail. In addition, 
current publications—texts, commentaries, ex- 
pository works and translations—are listed in 
a bibliography of some four hundred titles. 

In fact, the catalogue would be a boon to any 
Student of Historical Bibliography, and be 
useful to any librarian revising his 220 class. 
The fact that it has “‘a striking cover in purple 
and black on grey” is of little significance. 

I have dealt at length with the one item of 
your list which I know. The others may be 
similarly important—and it is my criticism of 
the notices given that there is no indication 
whatever as to whether they are or not. We 
should be informed wy these publications 
receive your “honourable mention”, not only 
what ingenious colour schemes conceal their 
honour. 

Yours, etc., 
R. B. BATEMAN, 
Chief Cataloguer, 
Leeds Public Libraries. 


226 Chapletown Road, 
Leeds, 7. 


January, 195% 


THe Eptror, 
“THe Lisrary Worip”. 
Sir, 

There is an old story of a busy motheg 
saying : “Goand see what Johnny is doing ang 
stop him”. Personally, | sympathize with the 
mother, but I quote it because it illustrates 
a type of librarian whose ambition is to find 
out what is successful in order to decry it. 

There is an example in your latest issue. The 
City Librarian of Bristol does not like the 
reservation system. His reasons are obscure, 
but in some way the cult of the bestseller ig 
involved for he says “‘it (i.e. the cult of the 
bestseller) tends to regiment and canalize 
public interest on books which generally but 
not invariably (sic) are of trivial worth, thug 
impoverishing the cultural life of the country 
This sort of high falutin leaves me cold, but 
it is worth pointing out that Mr. Haugh is 
trying to have it both ways. He cuts out 
reservations because they encourage the best 
seller, and yet one of his official reasons is that 
without reservations everyone has an equal 
chance to obtain books. 

Again, Mr. Haugh is very selective with the 
figures that he chooses to publish. Fof 
instance, he states that he now buys only thirty 
to fifty copies of a book where previously, 
owing to reservations, he had to buy hundreds, 
The only other relevant figure that he quotes 
is 831 as being the maximum number of 
reservations in a year for any one book. The 
usual proportion is one copy for every fivé 
reserves, so that it would seem that there were 
two hundred reserves on publication of this 
particular book. This would necessitate @ 
copies, and these would satisfy 800 reserves if 
a year (the periods when the book is ae 
to be called for is allowed by calculating 1 
months to the year). Where, then, do the 
hundreds of copies come in? Mr. Haugh 
appears to be buying 25 per cent more copies 
without a reservation system than with one. 

In my view the reservation system enables, 
as no other method does, a particular book te 
be obtained within a reasonable time. The 
alternative is just as unsatisfactory as the 
football pools are for making money. 

Yours, etc., 
G. &. CLARKE, 
Public Library, Borough Librarian, Margatts 
Victoria Road, 
Margate. 


WORLD 
5 
4 
7 | 
| 
| 
i 
‘ 
| 
] 
| 


